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25. A modular building structure comprising a service module defining a plurality of 
connection nodes for connection to separate building modules, the service module 
containing apparatus for the supply and distribution of at least one mains service to the 
building modules, each building module being free-standing, pre-fitted for its intended 
use and connected to one of said connection nodes and to said supply of at least one 
mains service, wherein the service module is in the form of a corridor walkway linking 
the building modules. 

26. A modular building structure according to claim 25, wherein each module is an 
open-ended box configuration. 

27. A modular building structure according to claims 25 or 26, wherein the service 
module has floor and ceiling cavities in which the mains service supplies are routed. 

28. A modular building structure according to any one of claim 25, wherein one 
building module is a dedicated plant room that feeds the mains supply service to the 
service module. 

29. A modular building structure according to claim 25, wherein the service module 
is sectional so that it can be extended or shortened to provide more or less connection 
nodes as required. 

30. A modular building structure according to claim 25, wherein there is provided a 
plurality of service modules, some modules being disposed in a direction transverse to 
others. 

31. A modular building structure according to claim 30, wherein the mains service is 
for waste disposal and each service module is provided with a holding tank that is 
connected to a lavatory or wash area of an adjacent building module. 
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32 A modular building structure according to claim 31, wherein holding tanks of 
adjacent service modules are connected by a suction waste pipe. 

33. A modular building structure according to claim 25, wherein the mains service 
supply is air conditioning and each service module is fitted with a heat exchanger and has 
an external pump for evacuation of warm air. 

34. A modular building structure according to claim 33, wherein each building 
module also has its own heat exchanger that is connected to the pump and heat exchanger 
of an adjacent service module. 

35. A modular building structure according to claim 25, wherein each adjoining pair 
of building modules or service modules has apparatus for connecting adjacent modules, 
the apparatus comprising a housing defining apertures that extend into the structure of 
each module and a flexible resilient insert that is snugly received in each aperture and 
bridges the two modules, the insert being supported on a fixing element that is secured to 
each of the modules. 

36. A modular building structure according to claim 25, comprising multiple storeys, 
vertically adjacent modules being connected by a connecting member comprising a 
resilient flexible insert attached to one module and received in an aperture of the 
vertically adjacent module. 

37. A modular building structure according to claim 25, wherein the modules are 
connected to a foundation of foamed mineral in-fill. 

38. A method for constructing a modular building structure, the method comprising 
the steps of: preparing a site on which the building structure is to be located; installing a 
service module on the prepared site, the service module defining a plurality of connection 
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nodes for connection to separate building modules; installing at least one mains supply 
service to the service module; connecting at least one pre-constructed building module to 
a connection node and connecting the building module to the mains supply service of the 
service module; and furnishing the service module such that it is in the form of a corridor 
walkway linking the building modules. 

39. A method according to claim 38, comprising further steps of filling a clearance 
between the module and ground with a foundation of foamed mineral in-fill. 

40. Apparatus for connecting adjacent building modules, the apparatus comprising a 
housing defining an aperture that extends into the structure of at least one building 
module and a flexible resilient insert attached to adjacent module, the insert being 
received in the aperture and supported on a fixing element that is secured to said adjacent 
building module. 

41. Apparatus according to claim 40, wherein each horizontally adjacent module has 
an aperture, the flexible resilient insert is received in each aperture and bridges the two 
building modules. 

42. Apparatus according to claim 40, wherein the modules are vertically adjacent, one 
of the modules having projecting therefrom said resilient flexible insert and the other 
having said aperture. 

43. Apparatus according to claims 41 or 42, wherein the housing further comprises an 
access chamber that is open to the inside of the building module so as to facilitate 
insertion of the fixing element and flexible insert. 

44. Apparatus according to claim any one of claim 40, 41 or 42, wherein the 
apparatus for connecting adjacent building modules is disposed in a floor or ceiling 
cavity of the building module. 
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45. Apparatus according to any one of claims 40, 41 or 42, wherein the insert is a 
grommet 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A modular building structure comprising a service module defining a plurality 
of connection nodes for connectiorf^o separate building modules, the service module 
containing apparatus for the supply an^distribution of at least one mains service to 
the building modules, each building modiHe being free-standing, pre-fitted for its 
intended use and connected to one of said conrfestion nodes and to said supply of at 
least one mains service. 
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2. A modular building structure ^6rding to claim L wherein each module is an 
open-ended box configuration. 

3. A modular building stmctur\accopGing to claim 1 or 2, wherein the service 
module is in the form of a corridor walk)4y linking the building modules. 

4. A modular building structure ^cording to claims 1. 2, or 3 wherein the service 
module has floor and ceiling cavities in ^ich the mains service supplies are routed. 

:>. A modular building structure &pcor/ling to any one of claims 1 to 4 ? wherein 
one building module is a dedicated plan^pom that feeds the mains supply service to 
the service module. 

6. A modular building structur\acc9£ding to any preceding claim, wherein the 
service module is sectional so that it ca^e extended or shortened to provide more or 
less connection nodes as required. 


7. A modular building structure ahfopfling to any preceding claim wherein there 
is provided a plurality of service module&some modules being disposed in a direction 
transverse to others. 
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8. A modular building structu>e according to any preceding claim, wherein the 
mains service is for waste disposalYand each service module is provided with a 
holding tank that is connected to a/iaVatory or wash area of an adjacent building 
module. 

9. A modular building strucaite according to claim 8, wherein holding tanks of 
adjacent sections of a service module^e connected by a suction waste pipe. 

10. A modular building structure accoi^ing to any preceding claim, wherein the 
mains service supply is air conditioniWand each service module is fitted with a heat 
exchanger and has an external pum^ior evaluation of warm air. 

11. A modular building structure according to claim 10, wherein each building 
module also has its own heat exch^ger that is connected to the pump and heat 
exchanger of an adjacent service module. 

11. A modular building structure according to any preceding claim, wherein each 
adjoining pair of building modules or service modules has apparatus for connecting 
adjacent modules, the apparatus composing a housing defining apertures that extend 
into the structure of each module ancT aStexible resilient insert that is snugly received 
in each aperture and bridges the ty/o modules, the insert being supported on a fixing 
element that is secured to each of the modules. 

12. A modular building structure according to any preceding claim, comprising 
multiple storeys, vertically adjadfcnrt modules being connected by a connecting 
member comprising a resilient fle.ybleSnsert attached to one module and received, in 
an aperture of the vertically adjacent module. 
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13. A modular building stracture\ccording to any proceeding claim, wherein the 
modules are connected to a foundation orfioamed mineral in-fill. 

14. A method for constructing a ntodular building structure, the method 
comprising the steps of: preparing a sit!e on which the building structure is to be 
located; installing a service module\m/the prepared site, the service module defining a 
plurality of connection nodes for cdnnbction to separate building modules; installing 
at least one mains supply service/to the service module; connecting at least one pre- 
constructed building module to a connection\\ode and connecting it to the mains 
supply service of the service module. 

15. A method according to claim 14, comprising further steps of filling a clearance 
between the module and ground with \obundation of foamed mineral in-fill. 

1 6. Apparatus for connecting adjacent Jzmilding modules, the apparatus comprising 
a housing defining an aperture tfhtt extends into the structure of at least one building 
module and a flexible resilient insei^ttached to adjacent module, the insert being 
that is received in the aperture ancysuppoh^d on a fixing element that is secured to 
said adjacent building module. 

17. Apparatus according to clahn la, wherein each horizontally adjacent module 
has an aperture, the flexible resilient insist is received in each aperture and bridges the 
two building modules. 


18. Apparatus according to claink 167 wherein the modules are vertically adjacent, 
one of the modules having projecting ^herefrom said resilient flexible insert and the 
other having said aperture. / n 
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1 9. Apparatus according tcTcWis 1 1 & 1 8, wherein the housing further comprises 
an access chamber that is open to m^side of the building module so as to facilitate 
insertion of the fixing element and flexiblfesinsert. 


20. Apparatus according to fcjaim/any one of claims 16 to 19, wherein the 
apparatus for connecting adjacent^&UHdJng modules is disposed in a floor or ceiling 
cavity of the building module. 

21. Apparatus according to any dne/f claims 16 to 20, wherein the insert is a 
grommet. /\ 

22. A modular building strucW substantially as hereinbefore described with 
reference to the accompanying drawings^ 

23. A method for constructing^ refodular building structure substantially as 
hereinbefore described with reference y&he accompanying drawings. 

24. Apparatus for connecting\adjacent building modules substantially as 
hereinbefore described with reference yNhe accompanying drawings. 


